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UM SKIERS OPEN SEASON ON HIGH NOTE




I nformation Servi ces  •  Un i vers i t y  of m o n t a n a  •  m i s s o u l a ,  m o n t a n a  59801 *(406) 243-2522
M I S S O U L A .....
University of Montana alpine skiers took three out of four top places last Sunday in the 
annual Gold Cup slalom competition at Bozeman and started the 1977 Grizzly ski season on a 
winning note.
UM's Ron Matelich was second to Dan Brelsford of MSU with a time of 1:27.73 through the 
45-gate, 550-foot drop course. Eric Kress was third with a time of 1:29.89 and David Dittman 
took fourth in 1:30.95.
First year ski coach Tim Ameel said he thought the team performed very well in its opening 
competition at Bozeman, but also said that "No one is really skiing up to form yet. It's 
still very early in the season and with the lack of snow, we are finding it difficult to 
get into top shape."
Four of the five top skiers on this year's edition of the Grizzly alpine squad are 
freshmen and will be called upon to carry the burden of performing well against tough 
competition of the newly formed Northern Division.
Freshmen Matelich, Dan Kress, and Lloyd Thjrsrud are all former Missoula Sentinel 
graduates and freshman Dave Dittman of Poison, figure to be the core and strength of the 
Grizzly team.
Eric Kress, a two-year letterman from Missoula Sentinel and Arnstein Rustberggard, a 
junior from Gol, Norway complete the top five.
"There are many teams we will be facing who will have one or two good skiers, but I feel 
we have more depth than a lot of them," Ameel said.
The Grizzlies travel to Bozeman this Saturday and Sunday for their first dual race with 
MSU, where they will again be confronted with Dan Brelsford who won the Gold Cup in Bozeman 
last weekend.
UM's first home race of the season will be January 28th and 29th at Snow Bowl against 
MSU, assuming Mother Nature cooperates and lets fly with some of that white stuff.
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